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SUBJECT:  REACHING  OUT  TO  RAHUL  GANDHI  AND  OTHER  YOUNG 

PARLIAMENTARIANS 

REF:  SECTO  0008 

Classified  By:  AMB  Timothy  J.  Roemer.  Reasons  1.4  (B,  D) 

f.  1 . (C)  Summary:  In  a candid  conversation  with  the  Ambassador  during  the  July  20  lunch  hosted  by  Prime  Minister  Singh  for  the  Secretary,  Indiar 
J2 . (C)  During  the  Secretary's  July  20  meetings  in  New  Delhi  (see  reftel).  Prime  Minister  Singh  hosted  a lunch  in  honor  of  the  Secretary.  Amonc 
Rural  Strategy 

f3 . (C)  Gandhi  stressed  that  his  focus  in  the  upcoming  months  would  be  on  state  assembly  elections  in  Maharashtra  and  party  building  efforts  at 
Honeymoon  is  Over 

f4 . (C)  Noting  that  the  Congress  Party  victory  in  this  past  spring's  parliamentary  elections  had  put  the  United  Progressive  Alliance  (UPA)  gove 
Creeping  Radicalization? 

f.5 . (C)  Responding  to  the  Ambassador's  query  about  Lashkar-e-Taiba' s activities  in  the  region  and  immediate  threat  to  India,  Gandhi  said  there 
Comment 

f6 . (C)  Gandhi  was  forthright  in  describing  the  challenges  faced  by  the  Congress  Party  and  the  UPA  government  in  the  months  ahead.  Over  the  pas 
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young  members  of  the  new  generation  of  parliamentarians.  Gandhi  mentioned  that  in  the  recent  election  60  members  of  the  new  Parliament  were  45 
ROEMER 


